
DEFINITIONS 
 
Family 
A group of two or more people who reside together and who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption. 
 
Family household (Family)  
A family includes a householder and one or more people living in the same household who are related to the 
householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. All people in a household who are related to the householder are 
regarded as members of his or her family. A family household may contain people not related to the householder, but 
those people are not included as part of the householder's family in census tabulations. Thus, the number of family 
households is equal to the number of families, but family households may include more members than do families. A 
household can contain only one family for purposes of census tabulations. Not all households contain families since a 
household may comprise a group of unrelated people or one person living alone. 
 
Family size 
Refers to the number of people in a family. 
Household 
A household includes all the people who occupy a housing unit as their usual place of residence. 
 
Household size  
The total number of people living in a housing unit. 
 
Household type and relationship 
Households are classified by type according to the sex of the householder and the presence of relatives. Examples 
include: married-couple family; male householder, no wife present; female householder, no husband present; spouse 
(husband/wife); child; and other relatives. 
 
Householder 
The person, or one of the people, in whose name the home is owned, being bought, or rented. 
 
If there is no such person present, any household member 15 years old and over can serve as the householder for 
the purposes of the census. 
 
Two types of householders are distinguished: a family householder and a non-family householder. A family 
householder is a householder living with one or more people related to him or her by birth, marriage, or adoption. The 
householder and all people in the household related to him are family members. A non-family householder is a 
householder living alone or with non-relatives only. 
 
Housing unit 
A house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms, or a single room occupied as separate living 
quarters, or if vacant, intended for occupancy as separate living quarters. Separate living quarters are those in which 
the occupants live separately from any other individuals in the building and which have direct access from outside the 
building or through a common hall. For vacant units, the criteria of separateness and direct access are applied to the 
intended occupants whenever possible. 
 
Income 
"Total income" is the sum of the amounts reported separately for wages, salary, commissions, bonuses, or tips; self-
employment income from own non-farm or farm businesses, including proprietorships and partnerships; interest, 
dividends, net rental income, royalty income, or income from estates and trusts; Social Security or Railroad 
Retirement income; Supplemental Security Income (SSI); any public assistance or welfare payments from the state or 
local welfare office; retirement, survivor, or disability pensions; and any other sources of income received regularly 
such as Veterans' (VA) payments, unemployment compensation, child support, or alimony. 
 
Median 
This measure represents the middle value (if n is odd) or the average of the two middle values (if n is even) in an 
ordered list of data values. The median divides the total frequency distribution into two equal parts: one-half of the 
cases fall below the median and one-half of the cases exceed the median. 
 
Median income 
The median income divides the income distribution into two equal groups, one having incomes above the median, 
and other having incomes below the median. 


